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Hi All,

It seems April has a been a month to remember (or forget) but we made it through, and May is here with 
warmer weather and a different world. I want to thank everyone for their generosity to our furloughed staff. 
There were a lot of tears and joy when we presented them with enough cash to get them through until the 
unemployment kicked in. They got through this unscathed and are ready to get back to work.

A special thanks goes out to the staff that continued to work during the shutdown. The maintenance staff did 
not miss a beat. Dave and his crew have continued to give you a great golf course despite the weather obsta-
cles that keep being thrown their way. 

The restaurant staff (Jennifer, Ryan and Mason) have kept offering and delivering, literally, great meals for all 
our members during the shutdown. Big kudos to these three for going the extra mile to ensure safe prepara-
tion and delivery during these trying times. I can attest to the fact that Jennifer has gone to extreme measures 
to ensure our operation was safe for all our members. Please read her article in the newsletter as she explains 
our procedures going forward as we open our sit down dining this week.

The pro shop will open the door this week as well. Please only one person at a time allowed in the shop. We 
will begin our leagues and tournament schedule while maintaining caution and still adhering to safety pro-
cedures. Please think of others while on the course and read the article that points out the golf course rules 
during the pandemic that is in the newsletter.

The all-important bathrooms will also be open to all. The trees on the course are relieved at this news. And of 
course, the neighbors as well.

I want to especially thank all our members for sticking with us during this time. 
The response from all of you to use the services we have kept open has been 
great. The golf rounds are up by 60% compared to the same time frame from 
last year. The restaurant stayed busy during the lunch and dinner hours. It was 
great to see everyone come together to continue to support Lakewood Golf & 
Country Club. Whether you use the facilities on occasion or are here every day, 
Lakewood could not exist without EVERY ONE of our fine members. 

Thanks to all of you that make Lakewood a great place to be!

Kenny Saunders, PGA
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From Your Golf Course Superintendent

Hello, Everyone!

Thank you for all of your thoughts and concerns 
while we were stuck in Peru. I appreciate all of 
your texts, messages and calls. It’s great to be 
back home!

We’ve experienced some sunshine and warmer 
weather, but have had to put up with wetter than 
normal conditions this past March. Unfortunate-
ly, this has limited your ability to get off the cart 
paths and enjoy the full course. I appreciate 
all that are mindful of the restrictions as condi-
tions change daily. This too shall pass and we’ll 
hopefully be back to some sort of normalcy. Our 

team has been able to do some course clean up and will continue to do so as weather per-
mits.

This spring’s aerification took place on April 20th. We did a process called DryJect. This is 
something that has been done in the past here at Lakewood. It involved injecting dry sand 
into the root zone to improve the overall health of roots and water percolation through the 
soil. We were able to inject 22 tons of sand into our greens.

Due to the excess amount of rainfall this past winter, bunker drainage improvements were 
put on hold. We will continue to make improvements throughout this golf season when Moth-
er Nature cooperates.

We fertilized almost the entire golf course with a 33-0-5 to help kickstart the Bermuda. I will 
begin to spray a broadleaf program to minimize weeds on the course this month. We will also 
begin to fix some spots on the greens that were lost late last summer and continue to im-
prove the overall quality of LGCC.

Stay calm & golf on,

Dave



We will be re-opening in house dining at Lakewood Wednesday, April 29th. Hours will remain the 
same for now, with service available Wednesday through Sunday from 12 pm – 8 pm (kitchen closed 
from 3 pm - 4 pm). Curbside pick-up will also remain as an available service to our members. 

We will be taking these additional precautions to ensure the safety of both our guests and our staff in 
accordance to state guidelines:

Protecting Customers
 » Limit occupancy to 50% of seating capacity
 » Space tables 6 feet apart
 » Limit seating to 6 per table
 » Use social distancing standards in waiting areas
 » Keep bar areas closed (customers can not eat at, drink 

at or approach the bar. Once seated at a table, they may 
order a drink from their server)

 » No live music
 » Screen customers with basic questions about COVID-19 

symptoms
 » Protecting Employees
 » Wear face coverings and gloves
 » Report any symptoms of illness to supervisor
 » Follow daily sanitation protocols
 » Business Operations
 » Sanitize all front-of-house contact surfaces every two 

hours
 » Use disposable menus or sanitize menus between each 

use
 » Sanitize chairs and all tabletop items after each table turn
 » Do not offer self-serve buffets, shared condiments, or beverage station re-use
 » Provide ServSafe COVID-19 training for all food handlers

 
We look forward to seeing you all very soon! Thank you for your continued support during this diffi-
cult time. Please keep an eye out for future updates as we navigate this ever evolving situation.
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Welcome Back from Jen Spellman - 
our Hospitality Director
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Both plated options 
and our Mom-osa 

special will be avail-
able for dine in and 
curb-side pick up.  
Quantities will be 
limited, so please 

make your reserva-
tions as soon as pos-

sible. 
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Lad’s & Lassie’s

We’ve missed you!  Join us Wednesday, May 6 as we kick off our Lad’s 
and Lassie’s season.  We start at 5:00 p.m. and play 9 holes of “fun” golf.  
Lad’s & Lassie’s is open to all, high school age and older.  If you have never 
played, consider joining us.  We promise you won’t regret it!

We will be following the guidelines of our government officials and the 
PGA by practicing social distancing.  What that means for you is you will 
need to plan to ride in separate carts (unless you live in the same house-
hold).  At this time, we will not be offering babysitting services nor dinner 
services, unless you want to order “to go” to take home with you.  

As we begin, we will play 2-person events to limit the amount of contact 
with others.  CALL BY 2:00 PM WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 to sign up.  Call the pro 
shop at 931-455-8606 x104 (leave a message if no one answers) or call or 
text Martha Merz at 931-581-3576 to sign up.  Can’t wait to see you!

Dan & Martha Merz, Chairpersons
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LLGA - Ready To Go

We hope you are all well and ready to play golf! This year has been very 
different and more challenging than any other that we can remember.  We 
have talked to Kenny and decided to have our first organized LLGA golf kick-
off on Tuesday, May 5th. We will practice social distancing and other rules 
that Kenny has outlined for us.

We will meet outside the Club Pro Shop at 8:30am and be ready for the 
first team to tee off at 9:00.  We will draw for teams and play 18 holes of 
golf.

Following golf, we will have a boxed lunch poolside or inside the club 
house. After lunch, we will have a short business meeting where we will 
be collecting dues for this year. Please bring cash/check for $25 which cov-
ers dues or an additional $5 if you also plan on participating in the Ringer 
Board.

Thanks,
Wanda and Abbie

P.S.  In case of bad weather, we will reschedule for Friday, May 8th.
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Golf News

JUNIOR GOLF - We have not forgotten about the junior golfers at Lakewood during the Covid-19 outbreak. 
We just are not sure how to proceed. We had big plans to get junior golfers out playing golf this year. I think 
we need to be prudent before moving forward with our plans. A lot of our junior golfers have been out prac-
ticing and playing with their friends and family members but we are a little hesitant to put them all in big 
groups. At this time I think best to wait until June 1st before we attempt any junior group endeavors just to 
be on the safe side. But please do not hesitate to get your kids out here enjoying the sunshine and a sport 
that will last a lifetime. We encourage our junior golfers to play with friends, family and even take individual 
lessons. Stay tuned for more junior golf info as we get closer to June 1st.
Thank you,
Kenny Saunders, PGA

2020 SPRING SCRATCH MEMBER-MEMBER2020 SPRING SCRATCH MEMBER-MEMBER
Format- Captain’s ChoiceFormat- Captain’s Choice

SATURDAY, May 23rd (Tee-Times)SATURDAY, May 23rd (Tee-Times)
SUNDAY, May 24th (12:30pm Shot-Gun)SUNDAY, May 24th (12:30pm Shot-Gun)

Both players tee-off…select best tee shot…both players hit from that location & play their own ball into the Both players tee-off…select best tee shot…both players hit from that location & play their own ball into the 
hole.  Lowest score is team score.  Players may move the ball 1-grip length in same condition through the hole.  Lowest score is team score.  Players may move the ball 1-grip length in same condition through the 
green on their 2nd shot & all shots following will be played down in the rough and up (1-grip length) in the green on their 2nd shot & all shots following will be played down in the rough and up (1-grip length) in the 
fairway/collars.fairway/collars.

Tees - MenTees - Men
Index 5.0 or less:        Black TeesIndex 5.0 or less:        Black Tees
Index 5.1 or higher:        White TeesIndex 5.1 or higher:        White Tees
Sr. Men 65-74:        Gold TeesSr. Men 65-74:        Gold Tees
Super Sr. Men 75-84:    Red TeesSuper Sr. Men 75-84:    Red Tees
Legends 85 & up        Silver TeesLegends 85 & up        Silver Tees

Tees - Ladies            Tees - Ladies            
Ladies 64 & under        Red TeesLadies 64 & under        Red Tees
Sr. Ladies 65 & up:        Silver TeesSr. Ladies 65 & up:        Silver Tees

Flights:    First round scores will determine flight placement.  Flights:    First round scores will determine flight placement.  
Cost:    $20 Per PlayerCost:    $20 Per Player
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Golf News (continued)

MEMORIAL DAY SCRAMBLE - May 25
1PM SHOTGUN START

Monday: Shot gun start at 8:30 for non tournament golfers. Must be off the course at 12:30. The Memorial 
Day Scramble will have a shot gun start at 1pm.

Sign up in proshop or call.

THE ULTIMATE ROUND
Begins May 1st and continues through July 31st

It costs $10 to enter and all the money goes back to the top 3 winners of each division. This year 
we will be doing gross scores only with divisions based on which tee box you play. You cannot 
play in both Men’s and Women’s no matter how you identify.
Here is how it works:
• You play a round of golf
• You give me your score card
• I post your best scores for each hole
• You play again
• You give me your score card
• I change all holes that you improved your score
• You do this every time you play
• You cannot play alone and turn a score in
We will have a box for scorecards in the podium where scorecards and pencils are kept. All you 
have to do is put your name on the scorecard and we will update your round!
Lots of fun and makes you play more golf and it also shows what you are capable of shooting if 
all the stars aligned just right. 
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Lakewood Cup

If you have not signed up contact Kenny or Payton if you still want to join the league
Evidently there has been some issues with our email system as I had sent out numerous emails last week 
and not everyone is receiving them. Hopefully that issue has been resolved. The emails sent last week 
announced the Lakewood Cup starting on April 28th. 8 Cuppers out of 24 showed up. This alerted me to 
the issue as not that high of a percentage ignore their emails. Ha!
We will have you contact your opponent in Week 1 and arrange to play when convenient. Try and get ‘er 
done in the next two weeks please. 
Week 1 matches are as follows:
Lisa Henry vs Wanda Cope
Kirk Niemiller vs Alex Miller
Sam Minkowitz vs Mike Tierney
Payton Brannom vs Kenny Pack
Tommy Clem vs (Defending Champ) Kenny Saunders
Mike Craig vs Jeff Biniek
Noland Gomez vs Tommy Dennis
Steve Passarello vs Mike Greene
Michele Shaver vs Alice Risner
Paulette Phillips vs Linda Thoma
Kemp Brooks vs Joel Shaver
Bill Lee vs Steve Cope (completed)

Tuesday May 5 is week 2 - The following are the matches for Week 2:
Tommy Clem vs Steve Cope
Kenny Saunders vs Kenny Pack
Bill Lee vs Payton Brannom
Mike Craig vs Tommy Dennis
Jeff Biniek vs Mike Greene
Noland Gomez vs Steve Passarello
Sam Minkowitz vs Joel Shaver
Mike Tierney vs Alex Miller
Kemp Brooks vs Kirk Niemiller
Lisa Henry vs Paulette Phillips
Wanda Cope vs Alice Risner
Linda Thoma vs Michele Shaver
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Mark Kelly, John Cardosi and Andrew Cardosi wearing out the middle at 
Callaway Demo Day

Callaway Demo Day Perfection
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Golf in the time of COVID-19

Starting on Tuesday we will go back to sinking the cups in the greens. We recommend the following: Please remember 
that you may think you are safe and will not die if you contract this virus but there are others around you that are not as 
lucky. Please think of them and follow all safety recommendations. Most of you would have a hard time dealing with the 
fact that you caused someone's death. 

• Do not touch cup with your hand
• Do not touch flagstick
• Please pay attention to social distancing rule of 6 feet apart
• No shaking hands, backslapping or hugging
• If you are sick stay home
• Keep disinfectant in your cart or bag and use it
• Keep hand sanitizer in your cart or bag and use it
• Pro shop will be open but only one golfer at a time can enter
• Bathroom near proshop will be open
• We will still stack the range balls for now
• Practice green will still have cups raised
• Golfers still do not need to check in

Playing golf during the COVID-19 pandemic: What you need to know
Golf courses that remain open are adjusting their operations to comply with social distancing guidelines. Golfers must also 
do their part. The global coronavirus pandemic has had significant effects on daily life throughout the world. Here in the 
United States, where there are almost three times as many cases as any other country, massive temporary changes to the 
public sphere have had to be enacted in order to slow the virus' spread.
The central pillar of all official organizations' recommendations about avoiding exposure to the virus is social distancing.

What is social distancing?
The Center for Disease Control defines social distancing as "keeping space between yourself and other people outside of 
your home." Three more specific guidelines are attached: keeping at least six feet between you and others, avoiding gath-
ering in groups with friends and acquaintances and avoiding "mass gatherings."

Golf during the coronavirus pandemic
The question of exercise and recreation is where golf has come to occupy a unique place in society during these trying 
times. In short, whether or not golf is "essential" has been decided by state authorities, with varying results. For instance, 
governors in the states of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and a dozen more states have decreed that golf courses be closed 
in accordance with their stay-home orders. But in Florida, a similar order is in place but Governor Ron DeSantis has not 
specifically ordered golf courses closed, but municipalities like Palm Beach County, where coronavirus cases are more 
widespread than in other places, have ordered courses within their borders closed for the time being.
One governor, Nevada's Steve Sisolak, announced on April 8 that he was ordering all of the state's golf courses closed 
amid golfers flouting social distancing guidelines. “I’ve had a multitude of pictures sent into me that showed me people 
were not practicing good social distancing, not arriving one in a cart," he said. "They were congregating on the greens. We 
tried it. It didn’t work because some folks chose not to follow the rules. As a result we are closing golf courses.” Citizens of 
other states are keeping an eye out for golfers who don't follow social distancing guidelines as well.

Golf and social distancing are more compatible than most activities, but only if all participants do their part. Recognizing 
any outside activity carries some risk, Geoff Dreher of the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine put golf "on the 
milder end" of such a spectrum. If golf courses are permitted to remain open amid the pandemic, they need to be safe. 



The Golf and Health Project, sponsored by the World Golf Foundation, posted these safety guidelines for golfers and 
operators during this time of heightened risk. Here are some of the key takeaways for golfers:

Play away, please. Maintain at least a six-foot buffer from anyone else in your golf group. Walk any round you can. If 
you must ride, take your own cart whenever possible (many courses are mandating this) or at least make sure to share 
a cart only with someone you live with.

Respect the facility's rules. Golf courses that have remained open during the pandemic are working hard to sanitize 
surfaces and reduce points of contact from arrival to departure. As a customer, it is your responsibility to honor that 
work by respecting the restrictions on the normal golf experience. Leave flagsticks in when you putt and pick your ball 
out of the cup carefully if your course is placing foam or plastic in the cups to let balls rest higher up than normal.

Suspend tradition. The post-round handshake is almost sacrosanct in golf...except in times of potential disease trans-
mission. Tap putterheads, bow or do an air-five to acknowledge and thank anyone you’ve played with, but leave the 
skin-to-skin contact aside for the time being.

Don’t linger. Once your round is over, go home. Even while course restaurants are closed, some golfers have been 
congregating in the parking lot after their rounds. One of these impromptu tailgates led to a Connecticut course being 
closed when a citizen noticed golfers standing close together and then complained to the mayor’s office about the 
violations. You don’t want to be known as the golfer who ruined things for everyone else. Golf courses are under 
pressure to limit the flow of players daily in the name of social distancing. Help them adhere to the guidelines they’ve 
been given (e.g. this “Park and Play” checklist from the National Golf Course Owners Association).

Play healthy. If you have even the slightest feeling of illness, stay home. Even if you plan to be perfectly compliant 
with social distancing guidelines, do not risk exposing fellow golfers if you feel ill at all.

Federal, state and local officials continue to adjust their directions and definitions of “essential” businesses. On April 9, 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo closed the state’s golf courses through at least April 29, declaring them nonessen-
tial. Some avid golfers have decided against playing all together, even under these new guidelines.

If your city or state is currently permitting golf and you feel as though you can play golf during this time, using extreme 
caution is paramount. Careless golfers have caused the closure of not just their home course but are leading to the 
suspension of play at courses statewide and are impacting the perception of the game everywhere.
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Golf in the time of COVID-19 
(continued)


